
 
 

September 29, 2010 

 

Mr. Matthias Sonn 

Minister & Head of the Economic Department 

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 

Washington DC 

 

Dear Matthias: 

The European American Business Council and our life science member company executives were 

grateful for the opportunity to share with you and Ms. Marion Knappe the commercial concerns 

of bio-pharmaceutical stakeholders in Germany.  We appreciated hearing your insights, and hope 

that similar substantive conversations may occur with frequency as AMNOG is crafted and 

debated in the German Parliament in the days ahead.   

As mentioned during our meeting, the bio-pharmaceutical industry is a major employer in 

Germany. The ~90,000 bio-pharmaceutical employees in Germany are highly-educated, well-

compensated individuals working in this life-saving, research-intensive industry.  The innovative 

bio-pharmaceutical industry believes that it can add key insights and experience in Germany’s 

health care reform review, and is eager to formally engage in discussions with a wide range of 

German government officials.  There is a critical need now, during the current legislative process, 

to include the industry’s valuable perspective on balancing the need for reform with the best 

interests of various stakeholders such as patients, doctors, hospitals and researchers.   

As proven by recent reforms in the United States, the industry has demonstrated its willingness 

to work with governments to support fiscal discipline - in a manner that continues to value 

innovation in disease prevention and patient treatment.  We hope that you and the German 

Ambassador can assist in forging a new way forward in the relationship between the bio-

pharmaceutical industry and the German government.  We seek a formal, well-structured and 

on-going dialogue to discuss how best to balance costs and the need for continuous innovation. 

As always, we thank you for your willingness to engage with the business community on issues 

of concern. We thank you and Marion again for your time and consideration, and look forward to 

working with you as this and other business issues require intelligent evaluation. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Michael C. Maibach 

President & CEO 

European American Business Council   



 

EABC Membership 2010 

Adobe Systems Deutsche Bank Motorola 

Agfa HealthCare Deutsche Post DHL National Semiconductor 

Albemarle  Deutsche Telekom NCR 

Alexion DHL USA Nokia 

Aliaxis eBay + Pay Pal Northrop Grumman 

Amgen Ericsson Optimos 

Apple Ernst & Young Oracle 

Applied Materials First Data Pfizer 

AstraZeneca Grant Thornton Philips Electronics 

AT&T Hogan Lovells PwC 

Bayer Holcim Qualcomm 

BDO  HP Reed Elsevier 

Biogen Idec IBM SAP 

Boehringer Ingelheim IPEX Solvay 

BP Intel Telecom Italia 

BT Johnson & Johnson Telefonica 

CA Technologies Kodak Texas Instruments 

Cisco Systems KPMG Tyco Electronics 

Cognizant Kreab Gavin Anderson Underwriters Laboratories 

Covidien Lilly  Unilever 

Covington & Burling McAfee US Steel 

Daimler Medco VeriSign 

Dell Microsoft Verizon 

Deloitte Monsanto Visa 
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