2005 Public Affairs in Brussels Conference

~ SUCCESS STRATEGIES IN THE EUROPEAN UNION ~ 
WHETHER YOU’RE  STARTING-OUT OR STEPPING-UP YOUR IMPACT
Sponsored by the Public Affairs Council & the European-American Business Council

17 November 2005
St. Regis Hotel ~ Washington DC
AGENDA (11/2/05)
8am                 Welcome: Doug Pinkham, President - Public Affairs Council
                                          Michael Maibach- President & CEO, European-American Business Council
                         Understanding the EU Political Climate
            Tom Spencer, Executive Director, European Center for Public Affairs 
                          Introduction: Doug Pinkham, President - Public Affairs Council
           Breakfast:  Spencer – a former European Parliament Member – will provide an                                                          overview of the political issues facing the EU and its 25 member countries.
 

9:15 am           Global Impact of Brussels Decisions
                         Deputy AUSTR for European Affairs: Mark Mowery 
                         Introduction:  David Geanacopoulos, Director Industry-Government Relations- Volkswagen (invited)
The European Union doesn’t just make public policy for Europe – it often sets           standards or manages commerce in ways that affect how business is conducted in all corners of the globe. 
 

10:30 am          Public-Policy Strategies: An Insider’s Guide
His Excellency Baron Frans Van Daele, Ambassador, Embassy of Belgium
Introduction: Michele Cahn, Vice President External Affairs- Xerox (invited)                 
What are the essentials of the EU political system? How are the
              concerns of member countries balanced? Where does the power lie
              and who influences the process? Panelists will explain how working in
              Brussels differs from managing public affairs in Washington or other
              centers of power.
 

12:00 pm           Luncheon Address: Advice From A Seasoned Professional
Stuart E. Eizenstat, former US Ambassador to the European Union
Welcome: Tom Catania, Vice President, Government Relations – Whirlpool Corporation (invited)
Introduction: Margery Kraus, President and CEO- APCO Worldwide 
Eizenstat, who served as a sub-Cabinet member for two US
              presidents, is an expert on international trade and economic policy.
              He will provide insights on the EU’s political and social environment
              as guidance on how to manage Brussels public affairs effectively – 
              and avoid the mistakes of others.
 

1:45 pm             Emerging Business Issues in the European Union
                        
Brad Staples,CEO, APCO Europe, Middle East&Africa
Introduction: Fruzsina Harsanyi, Vice President Global Public Affairs – Tyco International (invited)
Our expert brings more than 12 years of experience in advising corporations on international trade and foreign policy. As a leading authority on EU public affairs, Staples will provide his outlook on major emerging public policy issues affecting the U.S. and Europe. Find out which issues could lead to large problems for your organization.
 

2:45 pm             Selecting an Advocacy Approach in Brussels
Hear two real-world perspectives on which forms of advocacy work and which don’t work in Brussels. Our panelists will also cover the pros and cons of working with consultancies, associations and Brussels public affairs offices to represent your public-policy interests. Choose between the following two break-outs:
Break-Out I: Setting Up                                               
Melika Carroll, Trade Policy Director – Intel Corporation
Michael Maibach, President & CEO – European-American Business Council

For companies new to public affairs in Brussels, or those that do not currently have Brussels-based offices, this session covers items of consideration, tactics and approaches to creating your presence in Brussels.
                       

 Break-Out II: Stepping Up
               Roland Verstappen, Director Governmental Affairs - Ford of Europe
 Steve Stewart, Director Public Affairs - IBM
 Moderator: Doug Pinkham, President - Public Affairs Council
For organizations already advocating in Brussels. Our experienced panel will give guidance on ways to increase your effectiveness and tune your corporate visibility. 
