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The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), the private, non-profit body that oversees administration of the Internet’s addressing system, has agreed to an “Affirmation of Commitments” with the U.S. Department of Commerce – redefining its relationship with the U.S. Government and the global community of Internet stakeholders.

This new beginning for ICANN puts the interests of the global community of Internet stake-holders front-and-center by establishing a new, permanent mechanism for the review of ICANN performance, accountability and transparency.  The agreement is also a well-deserved recognition and endorsement of the bottom-up, private sector led model, which is an essential element to ICANN’s role in the continued growth and health of the global Internet.

Furthermore, the announcement advances the oversight of ICANN as a truly international effort through an expanded role for the chair of the Government Advisory Committee (GAC) for selecting members of Review Panels.  EABC supports this expanded role for the GAC and believes it will allow for more international participation in the policy creation at ICANN, with a sharpened focus on security and stability for global internet users.

The EABC and its members look forward to continuing an active role in the global community of Internet stakeholders to ensure that ICANN achieves the goals so many have recommended in recent months, particularly in the areas of accountability and transparency.  An essential part of ICANN’s transition will be the continued reliance on a policy development process that is inclusive and takes account of all stakeholder views. We commend ICANN and the Department of Commerce for over ten years of work toward a successful evolution of the governance of the Domain Name System.
[image: image2.png]European-American
Business Council




EABC Membership 2009

	ADM
	Deutsche Telekom
	Northrop Grumman

	Adobe Systems
	DHL USA
	Oracle

	Agfa HealthCare
	Ericsson
	Pfizer

	Albemarle
	Ernst & Young
	Philips Electronics

	Aliaxis
	Grant Thornton
	PwC

	Amgen
	Hogan & Hartson
	Qualcomm

	Apple
	Holcim
	Reed Elsevier

	Applied Materials
	HP
	Rivada Networks

	AstraZeneca
	IBM
	SAP

	AT&T
	IPEX
	Telecom Italia

	Bayer
	Intel
	Telefonica

	Boehringer Ingelheim
	Johnson & Johnson
	Texas Instruments

	BDO
	Kodak
	Tyco Electronics

	BP
	KPMG
	Underwriters Laboratories

	BT
	Kreab Gavin Anderson
	Unilever

	Cisco Systems
	Lilly
	US Steel

	Covington & Burling
	Medco
	VeriSign

	Daimler
	Microsoft
	Verizon

	Dell
	Monsanto
	Visa

	Deloitte
	Motorola
	Volkswagen

	Deutsche Bank
	National Semiconductor
	Xerox

	Deutsche Post DHL
	Nokia
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