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October 5, 2009 
Commissioner Gunter Verheugen

Vice President of the European Commission 
DG Enterprise & Industry

Dr. Michael Froman  

Deputy Assistant to the President  
Deputy National Security Advisor

International Economic Affairs






Re: eAccessibility in TEC Policy Agenda 2009
Dear Commissioner Verheugen and Dr. Froman,

I am writing to emphasize the importance of including eAccessibility on the agenda of the TEC meeting on 27 October. The European-American Business Council, which represents 65 US and European-based global companies, is dedicated to advancing Trans-Atlantic economic investment, innovation and integration.  Although we applaud your efforts to remove barriers to EU-US trade and investment through the Trans-Atlantic Economic Council, we encourage you to identify the topic of eAccessibility as a key item in the next discussion.
By making products, web pages, and web-based tools accessible to the aged and individuals with disabilities, companies are able to improve the quality of life of millions of people and significantly enhance the productivity of the workforce. However, divergent standards inhibit companies’ ability to produce the most innovative accessible products due to fractured markets and increased costs. Furthermore, users are forced to adapt to products based on different standards depending on their geographic location. 

We therefore urge the TEC to take the following actions:

· Support the adoption of globally harmonized standards for eAccessibility – beginning with a single Trans-Atlantic standard.  
· Bring about the recognition of Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.0 (WCAG 2.0) as a standard of reference for commissioning public websites on both sides of the Atlantic within the next 3 years.  
· Establish a program to achieve mutual recognition of eAccessibility conformance assessment scheme, based on suppliers’ self-certification. 

eAccessibility is particularly well-suited for the next TEC meeting, as it fits with the stated desire to focus on potential areas for EU-US cooperation, rather than on contentious issues. Moreover, our understanding is that mutual recognition will be a key agenda item in your discussions – application of this principle to eAccessibility conformance procedures would serve as an ideal case in point. In addition, this is an area in which both consumers and companies stand to gain from transatlantic cooperation, another criterion for TEC agenda items. Finally, enhancing innovation will be an important item on your agenda, and eAccessibility is key to making innovative products available to all.
We hope you agree that this topic is of vital importance and should be addressed on 27 October. Please do not hesitate to get in touch should you require any more information.

Sincerely yours,
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Michael C. Maibach

EABC President & CEO

m@Maibach.us
202-828-9101
